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DAY WITHOUT A WOMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. BARRAGAN) for 5 min-
utes. .

Ms. BARRAGAN. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to stand in solidarity on a
Day Without a Woman. You will see
women in red today and men with red
ties in honor of today.

It is 2017 and we still need a Day
Without a Woman to remind this ad-
ministration and Republicans in Con-
gress that women deserve equal pay
and access to affordable health care.

Just yesterday, the assault on women
continued with the GOP’s plan to pay
more for less in healthcare legislation
that will restrict a woman’s right to
comprehensive healthcare coverage.

The Republican bill also defunds
Planned Parenthood. Women with no-
where else to turn will lose access to
essential preventative care and afford-
able contraception.

This is very personal for me. When I
was growing up, we were poor. I had a
sister that got pregnant at 15 and an-
other one that got pregnant at 16. I,
myself, had a condition that required
me to get on a contraceptive to deal
with pain that I had. I had nowhere to
turn. I, myself, had to go to a clinic
that saw me on a sliding scale; other-
wise, I would have had nowhere to go.

The fact that we are facing the
threat of losing this today for women
and preventive care is beyond incom-
prehensible to me and scary.

On this day today, without a woman,
I also think about women, women like
Rosa Parks, the mothers, the daugh-
ters and grandchildren that took part
in the Women’s March on January 21,
women at the forefront of every fight
for equality.

I stand today with women like my
mother, Teresa, an immigrant from
Mexico, who raised a large family and
who took care of my father when he
was sick and continues to support me
today.

I stand today to fight for equal pay
for equal work because women—and
Latinas in particular—are paid only 54
cents for every $1 paid to White men.

I fight in Congress for American fam-
ilies so that they have economic sta-
bility and can make ends meet and set
their kids off to a brighter future. I
will continue to fight with my sisters
in Congress for health care, for immi-
gration, and for human rights. All of
these are women’s rights.

—————

SUPPORTING THE 2017 MONKEY
MADNESS 5K RUN AND WALK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JONES). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to encourage everyone in south
Florida to come out to Zoo Miami this
Sunday, March 12, for the Families for
Fragile X Monkey Madness 5K Run/
Walk.
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Fragile X syndrome is the most com-
mon cause of inherited intellectual dis-
ability, which results in a wide range
of mental and physical impairments. It
is also the most common known ge-
netic cause of autism.

Through events like the upcoming 5K
run/walk, organizations like the Na-
tional Fragile X Foundation and the
Families for Fragile X are working to
raise awareness and advance
groundbreaking research. These events
also bring together those impacted by
fragile X in our community and pro-
vide them with essential support and
encouragement so that no one family
has to go through this journey alone.

I ask everyone in south Florida to
join Michele and her son Matthew, as
well as hundreds of other patients,
caregivers, and friends whose lives
have been impacted by fragile X, this
Sunday for the Monkey Madness 5K
Run/Walk. You can register at
familiesforfragilex.com.

RECOGNIZING THE FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE OF MIAMI

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to recognize the Friendship
Circle of Miami, a program provided by
the Chabad of Kendall & Pinecrest that
offers much-needed acceptance to chil-
dren and young individuals with spe-
cial needs by providing them with the
skills to become our future leaders.

Since its inception, the Friendship
Circle has provided these vulnerable
members of our society the oppor-
tunity to participate in many pro-
grams like organized sports or visual
and performing arts, all while building
lasting friendships.

The Friendship Circle has grown
from a small organization that started
in Detroit to now having chapters all
across our Nation and, indeed, around
the world. I would like to offer a spe-
cial congratulations to our Miami
chapter, as it recently held its annual
Walk for Friendship, raising awareness
and support for the programs and serv-
ices offered to our youth.

Mr. Speaker, it is organizations like
Friendship Circle that serve as the pil-
lar of equality and celebrate each per-
son’s individual qualities that make
them great. I ask south Florida to join
members of our community like the
Pardo family—Angel, Rosie, and An-
drew—in bringing a smile to the faces
of some very special children in our
community.

CELEBRATING THE 56TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

PEACE CORPS

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
March 1 marked the 56th anniversary
of the Peace Corps. The Peace Corps’
talented volunteers have accomplished
a lot over the years, serving in over 140
countries across the globe. They have
changed millions of lives, provided im-
measurable technical assistance to
communities in need, and helped create
a better understanding between Ameri-
cans and peoples abroad.

In 2011, I was proud to author a bill
that helped protect Peace Corps volun-
teers. The Senate companion to that
bill became law as the Kate Puzey Act,
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establishing policies that improved
volunteer safety and ensured that they
would have the resources necessary to
contend with emergencies.

Peace Corps volunteers exemplify the
extraordinary compassion and leader-
ship of our great Nation, and their se-
curity is paramount as they carry out
their missions abroad. I congratulate
the Peace Corps on its 56th anniver-
sary, and I wish it even greater success
in the years ahead.

CONGRATULATING JONATHAN AGUIAR AND THE
KNOW MORE CAMPAIGN

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
would 1like to recognize Jonathan
Aguiar, a wonderful student at Chris-
topher Columbus High School, whom I
recently met, for his efforts that are
known as KNOW MORE. He started
this organization KNOW MORE, and it
is an organization founded to raise
awareness about sexual assault on high
school campuses in south Florida.

Anyone, regardless of age, can be-
come a victim of sexual assault. Unfor-
tunately, it is a crime that often goes
unreported due to the detrimental
scars felt by some victims. By joining
together to create KNOW MORE, Jona-
than and his friends have undertaken a
noble effort to support victims, protect
others from harm, and prepare high
school students to make informed deci-
sions.

I thank Jonathan and Christopher
Columbus High School for their work
and advocacy to combat this issue that
affects so many in our community and
across the Nation.

———

MARINES UNITED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, 4 years
ago, I stood on this same floor and con-
demned the online bullying of U.S. Ma-
rine Corps servicewomen on a public
Facebook page. Today I stand before
you again, incredulous, angry, and sad,
to say that absolutely nothing has
changed.

This weekend, news broke that the
Department of Defense is investigating
scores of enlisted marines for com-
piling thousands of naked photos of
other marines—servicewomen—often
surreptitiously, and distributing them
through Facebook and Google Drive.
The site in question is called ‘‘Marines
United,” claiming a membership of
over 30,000 people.

The photos are being tightly held due
to the ongoing investigation, but all
indications are they are just as repul-
sive as what we saw 4 years ago.
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The report contains samples of the
comments posted about female ma-
rines, which are too obscene to read on
the House floor. Online commentators
also reportedly called for the rape of
some of the marines portrayed in the
photos, which is terrifying, given many
of the women are identified by name
and base.
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